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KYOCERA Solar Lights Up Arco Metropolitano, 

Brazil’s Largest Solar-Powered Highway 

More than 4,300 solar streetlights illuminate 73km of the 

superhighway 

 

27 August 2015 – Kyoto, Japan/Neuss, Germany – Kyocera 

Corporation and Kyocera Solar, Inc. announced today that Kyocera 

is completing Brazil’s largest highway solar-lighting project on the 

Arco Metropolitano do Rio de Janeiro, a highway project connecting 

the five main highways crossing Rio de Janeiro. Slightly more than 

half of the 145-kilometer highway will be lit at night by stand-alone 

solar streetlights powered by Kyocera solar modules, installed by 

Soter over the last two years with funding from the Rio de Janeiro 

State Government. 

See the video clip (0:49) or full video (5:27) for more information. 

This enormous transportation initiative is helping to streamline 

transit logistics, improve traffic and reduce importing costs 

throughout the region — especially for industries such as 

petrochemicals, which export from the Port of Itaguaí. Improved 

transportation is expected to stimulate economic growth in this rural 

region, which was not easily accessible in the past. 

The 3.2MW (DC) solar lighting project encompasses more than 

4,300 solar-powered, free-standing streetlights, which are expected 

to produce 2.8GWh of solar energy per year. That’s equivalent to 

the amount of power used by approximately 1,527 average homes 

and equal to the carbon dioxide emissions that 1,583 acres of forest 
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would offset. According to a World Energy Outlook Report from 

2013, almost 45% of Brazil’s primary energy demand is met by 

renewable energy, making Brazil’s energy sector one of the least 

carbon-intensive in the world.  

 

 

Kyocera is completing Brazil’s largest highway solar-lighting project on the 

Arco Metropolitano do Rio de Janeiro, a highway project connecting the 

five main highways crossing Rio de Janeiro. 

“Kyocera continues to be dedicated to solar solutions that are 

helpful in rural areas,” said Sergio Beninca, President of Kyocera 

Solar do Brasil.  “This solar lighting project helps contribute by not 

overburdening the energy grid system that many lower-income 

households in the area depend on.”  
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“From preliminary reports, the Brazilian government expects Arco 

Metropolitano to provide 16,000 jobs to the region and generate 

US$90 million in tax revenue from sales tax generated at the 

municipal and federal levels, while bringing together parts of the 

country that were not easily accessible before,” Beninca continued. 

“Utilizing solar power allows the Brazilian government to deliver 

reliable light on the highway in areas without a traditional electricity 

grid. We’re honored to deliver a simple, energy-efficient solution to 

help advance this very important project for Brazil.”  

The Kyocera Solar Streetlight Kit, available now, includes: one 

150W LED lamp, three solar modules (Kyocera KD250), four 

240Ah/ 12Vcc batteries, one controller (TS-MPPT-45/ 48Vcc), one 

photocell, and one pole with mounting structures. 

 

For more information about Kyocera:  

www.kyocera.eu  

 

 

About Kyocera  
 
Headquartered in Kyoto, Japan, Kyocera Corporation is one of the world's 
leading manufacturers of fine ceramic components for the technology 
industry. The strategically important divisions in the Kyocera Group, which is 
comprised of 226 subsidiaries (as of March 31, 2015), are information and 
communications technologies, products which increase quality of life, and 
environmentally friendly products. The technology group is also one of the 
largest producers of solar energy systems worldwide, with more than 6 
gigawatts of solar power having been installed around the world to date.  

The company is ranked #552 on Forbes magazine’s 2015 “Global 2000” 
listing of the world’s largest publicly traded companies. 

With a global workforce of over 68,000 employees, Kyocera posted net sales 
of approximately €11.74 billion in fiscal year 2014/2015. The products 
marketed by the company in Europe include printers, digital copying 
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systems, microelectronic components, fine ceramic products and complete 
solar power systems. The Kyocera Group has two independent companies in 
the Federal Republic of Germany: Kyocera Fineceramics GmbH in Neuss 
and Esslingen and Kyocera Document Solutions in Meerbusch.  

The company also takes an active interest in cultural affairs. The Kyoto Prize, 
a prominent international award, is presented each year by the Inamori 
Foundation — established by Kyocera founder Dr. Kazuo Inamori — to 
individuals and groups worldwide who have contributed significantly to the 
scientific, cultural, and spiritual betterment of humankind (converted at 
present €385,000 per prize category). 
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